Estimating effects of proband characteristics on familial risk: II. The association between age at onset and familial risk in the Maryland schizophrenia sample.
In this report we apply methods outlined in the companion paper [Liang, Genet Epidemiol 8:329-338, 1991] to study the association between proband age at onset and familial risk among first-degree relatives of 374 schizophrenic probands. The analyses take into consideration the potential problems of censoring and correlation of age at onset within families. All analyses were done by gender of the proband; age at onset was dichotomized. The results of the analyses of the male probands suggest that there is an increased risk of schizophrenia among the relatives of male probands who have an onset prior to age 17 when compared to relatives of male probands who have an onset later than 16. We did not find an association between age at onset and familial risk among the female probands, but this may be due to the smaller number of female probands and the lower power associated with the analyses.